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HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL FLORIDA ("HBACF") 


2020 The Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division  
Inclusion and Equality Grant Application 


 
I. Short Project Title: HBACF Vamos Hablar: Panel & Discussion 


 
II. Contact Information: Provide the name, mailing address, telephone number, and email address 


of a contact person or persons at your Affiliate. The mailing address should be the address where 
The Florida Bar should send any award funding.  


 
For the purposes of this grant, the appropriate 2020 HBACF contacts are executive committee 
members, Vanessa Calcano-Thomas and Natalie Quinonez who together are submitting this grant 
proposal for the 2020 Inclusion and Equality Grant. 


 
Vanessa Calcano-Thomas, Esq. 


Calcano-Thomas Law 
100 E. Pine St., Suite 110  


Orlando, FL  32801 
Telephone: (407) 592-6840 


E-Mail: vanessa@calcanothomaslaw.com 
 


Natalie Quinonez, Esq. 
Dan Newlin Injury Attorneys 


7335 W Sand Lake Rd Ste 300 
Orlando, FL 32819-5539 


Telephone: (407) 502-6400 
E-Mail: natalie.quinonez@newlinlaw.com 


 
III. Describe Your Affiliate: The Hispanic Bar Association of Central Florida, Inc. (HBACF) is a 


non-profit organization that was incorporated on September 3, 1991. The founding members were 
a group of Hispanic attorneys recognized the immense need for support and representation of the 
Hispanic community, which made up a significant part of the Central Florida population. 


 
It is indisputable that twenty plus years later the Hispanic Community continues to grow in size 
and influence but remains vulnerable. That is why the HBACF's mission remains as meaningful 
and important today as it was when it was formed. Currently, the HBACF has over 200 members 
made up of judges, magistrates, attorneys, legal assistants, law students, and other members. As 
the HBACF's membership continues to grow, so does its influence and ability to fulfill its mission. 


 
The HBACF stands ready to advocate for the rights of the Hispanic community and help Hispanics 
learn and understand their legal rights and gain greater access to the courts and the legal system. 
The HBACF is also committed to promoting a greater representation of Hispanics in leadership 
positions. These efforts include supporting Hispanics in becoming judges, lawyers, law professors, 
law students, civic leaders, and business owners. In the last three (3) years, the HBACF presented 
(1) the Speed Mentoring: Early Career Success for Law Students; (2) the HBACF's Practice Series 
for the  New Minority Lawyer; and (3) The Conozca Sus Derechos (Know your Rights) Seminar 
Series Project for persons affected by Hurricane Maria. 
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IV. Summarize the Purpose  of  Your  Request:  Provide  an  organized  and  well-conceived 


project summary. 
 


The HBACF will host an interactive program which we have entitled HBACF Vamos 
Hablar: Panel & Discussion during the Fall of 2020 (exact date TBD). This program will 
benefit the young lawyers and law school students in Central Florida. The HBACF and 
this panel are committed to helping young lawyers identify the struggles they may face to 
achieve their goals, how they might overcome those struggles, and the efforts which are 
being made to remove barriers and make the profession more inclusive. The panel is a 
direct and interactive way for our organization to make an authentic connection with the 
young lawyers of Central Florida in the effort to promote inclusion and diversity in the 
legal profession. The HBACF will hosting a luncheon which will be highlighted by a 
panel of local legal community leaders and a discussion tailored to engage them on the 
topics of inclusion and diversity.  


 
V. Project Objectives/Description: Describe the project in detail and address the following 


questions: 
 


1. What needs does the project address? Why are these needs important to your Affiliate? 


 
The HBACF is extremely passionate about serving the greater Hispanic community. 
This project will allow young lawyers and law school students to interact directly 
with the leaders in the community. We believe through establishing these 
relationships, they have the opportunity to receive exceptional mentoring from those 
who have faced similar difficulties and become successful. Through hosting this 
panel and helping to foster these new relationships, the HBACF is seeking to help the 
intellectual capital of young diverse lawyers to flourish. 
 


2. To what groups will the project provide services? 
 


This project will provide services to young lawyers and law school students in Central Florida. 
 


3. How many people will the project serve? 
 


The project will serve approximately 50 young lawyers and law school students who register 
and attend this lunchtime panel and discussion hosted by the HBACF. 


 
4. What other projects in the area provide similar services to the same group(s)? When 


and with what success? How is your project different/similar? Will your group work 
with any other organizations in implementing this project? 


 
Promoting inclusion and diversity in the legal profession will require a prolonged effort, 
and there are many legal organizations doing similar projects to address this need. 
 


5. How will the public and/or young lawyers benefit from the project? 
 


This event will showcase how valuable diverse attorneys are to the community and will 
encourage young lawyers and law school students to break through the barriers intended to 
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deny their access to the profession. The HBACF will work with law student organizations at 
the local Orlando law schools (Barry University School of Law and FAMU School of Law) 
to increase the visibility and impact of the event. 


 
6. What impact will the project have in the local or legal community? 


 
The HBACF expects this event to also act as a team building experience establishing and 
strengthening the bonds within our Central Florida legal community. 


 
7. Will handouts or other materials be sold or provided to participants? 


 
No handouts or materials will be provided. 


 
8. Is this an easy project for other young lawyer affiliates to replicate? 


 
This project will be easy for other young lawyer affiliates to replicate. Information to contact 
the HBACF and panel with future questions, concerns, or interest in receiving mentoring will 
be made available. 


 
9. From what other sources are you seeking funding for this project? 


 
The HBACF will be seeking additional donations from its members and community sponsors. 


 
10. If you are awarded YLD funds, how will you recognize the YLD's support of your 


project? 
 


If the YLD awards funds for this project, recognition to YLD will be provided in all marketing 
material and social media post with the use of #YLDisMe . Should the YLD have additional 
ideas for how the HBACF can recognize its contribution, the HBACF is open to suggestions. 


 
VI. Project Evaluation/Timeline: Please provide a timeline for implementation of your project and 


the results you expect to achieve. Explain how you will measure the effectiveness of your project. 
Describe the criteria for success of the project. 


 
The HBACF's criteria for success for the project will be based on a combination of attendance and a 
brief feedback questionnaire completed by attendees. 


 
VII. Project Organization: The project will be chaired by the 2020 Young Lawyers Section Chair, 


Vanessa Calcano-Thomas and President, Natalie Quinonez. The chairs will report to the HBACF 
executive board for approval of all budgeting. To assist in implementing and carrying out the 
even event, a committee will be formed of HBACF members. 
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VIII. Budget: Develop a preliminary line item budget of monies needed to complete your project. 
State whether additional funds can be obtained, if necessary, to achieve the project objectives and 
continue the project in the future. Please provide information on the projected sources for all 
funds. If you are providing sponsorship opportunities,  please  provide  a summary of those 
opportunities. Show the total cost, the amount requested from the YLD and contributions from 
all other sources (cash or in-kind). 


 
If you budget for expenditures to cover staff or attorney time, meeting space, alcoholic 
beverages, or travel reimbursement, you must show income outside  of  the  YLD  funds to 
cover these expenses as YLD funds cannot be used for these expenditures. 


 
Budget Item Description Amount 


Venue and Location $250.00 
Shipping and Logistics Cost $50.00 
Refreshments $100.00 
Lunch $100.00 
TOTAL $500.00 


 
The chart above summarizes the preliminary budget for this project. To the extent grant funds fall 
short and/or not eligible to cover specific expenses, the difference will be sought from sponsors, 
the local law schools, charitable contributions, and contribution from the HBACF's general 
budget. 


 
In addition, the HBACF will also be seeking contributions from other local voluntary bars. 


 
IX. Exhibits: Please attach any exhibits supporting your Affiliate' s project grant application. 


However, given copying costs, please only include essential exhibits with your application. 
 


None. 
 
X. Page Limitation: Applications should not exceed five (5) typed pages, not including exhibits. 


 
XL. Follow-up: Affiliates are encouraged to submit a closing report upon completion of the project. 


This report should inform the YLD of the success of the project and the use of the YLD funds. 







Description/Agenda
(Please include a
brief
description/agenda
for your event) :

The HBACF will host an interactive program
which we have entitled HBACF Vamos Hablar:
Panel & Discussion during the Fall of 2020
(exact date TBD). This program will benefit the
young lawyers and law school students in
Central Florida. The HBACF and this panel are
committed to helping young lawyers identify
the struggles they may face to achieve their
goals, how they might overcome those
struggles, and the efforts which are being made
to remove barriers and make the profession
more inclusive. The panel is a direct and
interactive way for our organization to make an
authentic connection with the young lawyers of
Central Florida in the effort to promote
inclusion and diversity in the legal profession.
The HBACF will hosting a luncheon which will
be highlighted by a panel of local legal
community leaders and a discussion tailored to
engage them on the topics of inclusion and
diversity.

Describe How You
Will Recognize The
Florida Bar Young
Lawyers Division
for its Support of
Your Event: :

If the YLD awards funds for this project,
recognition to YLD will be provided in all
marketing material and social media post with
the use of #YLDisMe . Should the YLD have
additional ideas for how the HBACF can
recognize its contribution, the HBACF is open
to suggestions.
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